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SUBJECT: REQUEST FOR REPORT ON DEATH OF FATHER CYPHER 
REF: STATE 172314 

1. PURSUANT REFTEL, AMBASSADOR TALKED WITH ACTING FOREIGN 
MINISTER PINEDA ON JULY 22 REITERATING PREVIOUS EMBASSY 
REQUEST FOR FULL REPORT ON CIRCUMSTANCES SURROUNDING DEATH 
OF FATHER CYPHER AND AGAIN EXPRESSING USGOV’S EXPECTATIONS 


THAT THOSE RESPONSIBLE WILL BE SPEEDILY BROUGHT TO JUSTICE. 

2. PINEDA EXPRESSED DEEP REGRET HIS GOVERNMENT OVER 
DEATH OF FATHER CYPHER AND PROMISED REPORT JULY 23. 

3. AT 3:30 P.M. JULY 23, FOREIGN OFFICE NOTE RECEIVED 
WHICH READS AS FOLLOWS: 

"THE MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS OF THE REPUBLIC OF 
HONDURAS.. .WISHES TO CONVEY ITS SINCERE CONDOLENCES FOR 
THE DEATH OF THE REVEREND FATHER MICHAEL JEROME, WHO WAS 
ASSIGNED TO THIS COUNTRY AS A PRIEST DURING WHICH TIME HE 
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THE MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS, AWARE OF THE FEELINGS 
OF THE GOVERNMENT AND PEOPLE OF HONDURAS, CANNOT BE IN 
DIFFERENT TO THE REGRETTABLE HAPPENINGS WHICH OCCURRED IN 
THE DEPARTMENT OF OLANCHO ON JUNE 25, 1975, DURING WHICH 
THE REVEREND CYPHER WAS KILLED. IN COMPLIANCE WITH THE 
LAWS OF HONDURAS THE GOVERNMENT HAS TAKEN THE NECESSARY 
STEPS TO FIND THE PERSONS RESPONSIBLE FOR THESE SAD EVENTS. 

THE MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS, UPON RECEIVING THE FINAL 
REPORT FROM THE MILITARY COMMISSION, WILL BE PLEASED TO 
INFORM YOU OF ITS CONTENTS." 

4. BY SEPARATE CABLE, THE EMBASSY IS REPORTING THE CONTENTS 
OF A GOVERNMENT COMMUNIQUE OF TODAY S DATE WHICH CONTAINS 
A SUMMARY OF THE HIGH LEVEL COMMISSION'S REPORT. 

5. DESPITE ASSURANCES FROM PINEDA ABOVE NOTE FROM FOREIGN 
OFFICE OBVIOUSLY FALLS SHORT OF THE KIND OF REPORT REQUESTED 
AND EXPECTED. 

SANCHEZ 
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